DRAFT July 2008

Academic Writing
Grades 9-12
Skills List

The writer of a competent sample of academic writing demonstrates most are all of the
following skills.

CONTENT

PURPOSE/AUDIENCE

e establishes a specific, authentic purpose related to academic topic, issue,
problem, question, etc.

e narrows focus to accomplish intended purpose

e develops strong controlling idea

e targets an academic audience (e.g., community of learners with teacher as a part
of academic audience)

e maintains appropriate tone appropriate to purpose, audience and genre

IDEA DEVELOPMENT

e justifies need for academic writing (e.g., so readers understand something
formerly not understood, to contribute to academic knowledge of a community
of learners)

e develops ideas sufficiently to support controlling idea

e uses specific, relevant and accurate details and support

e integrates source material effectively to serve the author’s own purposes (e.g.,
signal phrases, citations, works cited page)

e applies characteristics of the genre appropriately (see skills lists for letter,
personal essay, article, academic paper)

STRUCTURE

ORGANIZATION

e creates an effective introduction or lead (e.g., establishing a context and specific
purpose; providing needed background; justifying the purpose; indicating an
authentic need, question or problem)

e places ideas and details in a meaningful order
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e organizes logically and effectively given needs of the purpose, audience and
selected genre

e uses appropriate organizational structure to support reader’s understanding
(e.g., comparison/contrast, problem/solution, cause/effect, etc.)

e uses transitions and transitional elements effectively within sentences, among
paragraphs, and throughout entire piece of writing

e concludes effectively

SENTENCES
e writes in complete and varied sentences to influence a reader’s understanding

CONVENTIONS

LANGUAGE
e uses appropriate academic language for purpose/audience (e.g., precise word
choice and terminology
e observes standard conventions of grammar and usage

CORRECTNESS
e uses correct spelling and other conventions of language (e.g., capitalization,
abbreviation)
e uses punctuation effectively to further influence reader’s understanding (e.g.,
periods, commas, dashes where appropriate)
e includes appropriate documentation (e.g. signal phrases, works cited)
e shows correctness related to expectations of chosen genre

As students move from grade to grade, they demonstrate growth in the control and
complexity with which they use these skills.
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The Kentucky Marker Papers
Committee did not find a sample
to fit the category

Ninth-grade Academic

Submissions may still be sent to

Lee Ann Hager
500 Mero Street, CPT 1913
Frankfort, KY 40601

Phone: (502) 564-2106
Fax: (502) 564-6470
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The Kentucky Marker Papers
Committee did not find a sample
to fit the category

Tenth-grade Academic

Submissions may still be sent to

Lee Ann Hager
500 Mero Street, CPT 1913
Frankfort, KY 40601

Phone: (502) 564-2106
Fax: (502) 564-6470
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The Kentucky Marker Papers
Committee did not find a sample
to fit the category

Eleventh-grade Academic

Submissions may still be sent to

Lee Ann Hager
500 Mero Street, CPT 1913
Frankfort, KY 40601

Phone: (502) 564-2106
Fax: (502) 564-6470
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LIBERTY AND EQUALITY: THE RELENTLESS CONFLICT FOR PRIORITY IN THE UNITED
' STATES

When the thirteen ongmal colonies rebelled against British oppression during the
American Revolutlon they wanted to start a country where certain liberties would be
ensured to all citizens. Since then, countless numbers of i unmrgrants have made their way
to America because it i is known to be a land of opportumty, freedom, and democracy, all
of which are maintained by hberty Liberty is what makes our country the role model of
- equality and opportunity for all other countries on the planet, The ideal of liberty grants
United States’ citizens the right to equality, but, in some cases, this equahty can hinder

one’s liberties, therefore making the two ideals contradlctory Liberty and equality are
| both essential to protect our system of democracy, so what should Americans value more

and how can these two ideals be reconciled?

The Preamble of the United States Constitution avows that the main purpose of
‘the Constitution was to “secure the Blessings of Liberty” to all citizens. Statesmen even
thought that an additional section amending the original Constitution was necessary to
ensure the liberty promised to Americans. The first ten amendments to the Constitution,
| known as the Bill of nghts helped grant liberties including freedom of speech, freedom
of the press, freedom of assembly, freedom of religious worship, and the freedom to -
petition the government Our forefathers realized the necessrty of ensured liberty to all
American citizens and went to great lengths to guarantee that all freedoms were given to
citizens. Without the Bill of Rights, many of the valued American liberties would not be ' |

present.

The liberties ensured to Americans in the Bill of Rights make America the

| ‘successful country that it is today. Liberty i is what keeps American citizens happy with
their lives and thelr government. For example, one pohtlcal hberty entrusted to all of-age
citizens in our democracy i3 the right to vote on governmental i 1ssues. This form of

democracy entrusted to all Americans allows citizens to choose who represents them in
' 377
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the government and helps them to pass laws that the people see as beneficial. Amencans
can even speak and print their opinions without fear of prosecutlon or dlscmmmatxon by
the government, which was a freedom that other countries had not entrusted to their
citizens until the American government was constructed. These freedoms help achieve
the colonists’ ideal land of liberty which is why statesmen stressed the importance of
liberty in the Constitution’s Bill of Rights. The statesmen rarely discussed equality
because they thought liberty was more essential in a budding America.

Liberty is far more protected In our nation’s government than equahty In fact, at
the Philadelphia Constitutional Convention in 1787, not one delegate from the 12 states
represented mentioned that “all men are created equal,” which had been stressed in the
Declaration of Independence. The statesmen believed that liberty should be ensured to all
~ citizens before equality, because without liberty few of the American ideals, including
democracy and opportunity, could be accomplished.

‘ - Alexander Hamilton, a leader of the Repubhcan Party, said, however “Inequahty
will exist as long as liberty exists. It unavoidably results from that very liberty itself,” a
statement with Whlch not a single delegate disagreed, because mequahty ensures that

fwealth, success, and other American ideals can thrive. Equality of success and

intelligence would encourage mediocrity, soinething that many American statesmen did

 not want. America was a place where businessmen could flourish and impoverished

people could rise up with work and determination. Equality would only hinder the

American ideal of pursuing happiness freely. Our forefathers wanted Amerlcans to decide

| - what they wanted to make of themselves they did not want to force views and ideals
upon them. Inequality is 1nev1tab1e if the liberties ensured to Americans in so many
do_cmnents, encourage Americans to thrive on their personal strengths, which will never

. be equal among all men and women. Therefore, without inequality, the “pursuit of

happiness” mentioned in the Declaration of Independence would be unattainable,

These two 1deals of liberty and equality are extremely hard to achleve in unison
378
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and have obviously been in conflict since the very beginning of our nation. America was
founded on the premise that “all men are created equal.” However this quotation, like
countless others made by representatlves of our nation’s government is open to

, mterpreta’uon

Thomas Jefferson said that the key word in the phrase was “created.” He said that
all men were equal at the moment they were created, but once life began, that equality
ended. Once men were living, they were free to take advantage of opportunities and make
decisions that helped them achieve their personal goals. These personal goals and levels
of expectation can vary from person to person, therefore creating inequality. It is always
going to be hard to have equality and liberty achieved simultaneously considering the

differing views and values in the human race.

A modern-day example of liberty straining under the pressure of equality is the

: contfoversy concerning school dress code. A school dress code is supposed to discourage
- class distinction due to designer clothing. However, the dress code that purportedly
promotes equality infringes on students’ liberty to wear the clothing of their choice. In
almost every case, one person’s equality hinders another’s liberty. This is when a school
system must take initiative to consider which ideal is more valued. Shall students be
snubbed by their peers because of the way they dress or shoﬁld students’ right to choose
their clothing be hindered in order to ensure equality? This decision is up to each school
system, but the topic is almost always a controversial one because not every party can-be

appeased.

How might this conﬂict between the two essential ideals of liberty and equalify be
reconciled? That is a question mahy government officials have debated for centuries.
Liberty and equality are essential to vprotect our system of democracy. Our government
has always struggled to attain a balance and measure the value of these two ideals. They
areina constant struggle for priority, and in many court cases, the priority of one over the
other will shift depending on ihc subject matter. For example, in a case of a pregnant
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mother’s liberty to use drugs that may harm her unborn child, a commitment to equality
for the infant’s sake often outweighs the commitment to liberty. However, in the example
of the school dress code used earlier, liberty is often the deciding factor of action. These
two instances are a perfect example that the priorities of liberty and equality must be
measured depending on the subject at hand. Obviously, it is the government’s job to
decide what is best for the parties br America as a whole and decide which ideal has

priority over the other.

The irue reconciliation of the two conflicting ideals is the government’s and the
citizens’ ability to assess the value of the ideals in each specific casé m order to attain the
most favorable outcome for the most people. Due to the fact that the two can often be
closely related yet contradictory, it is left in the judgment of the appointed officials and
those who elect them to determine the best outcome in each situation. Therefore, there is
no concrete reconciliation that one person could offer to this conflict. The two ideals are
so essential to Amencans everyday life that it is left at the hands of our elected ofﬁclals
best Judgment

" The ideals of liberty and equality have been conﬂfcting_ since the early years of our
nation’s history. Many of the great minds in our government have been unable to achieve
a reasonable balance between the two, and it is sure to be a topic of gfeat discussioh and
controversy in years to come u_,nlgss we can reach an unlikely consensus due to the
American population’s plethora of values. Consequently, the people of America must try
their best to assess the relative value of liberty and equality realistically in any given

context..
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LIBERTY AND EQUALITY: THE RELENTLESS CONFLICT FOR PRIORITY IN THE UNITED
| STATES

- When the thirteen ongmal colonies rebelled against British oppression during the \[‘&\p‘lb“ \l(\
American Revolution, they wanted to start a country where certain liberties would be ‘\)5“
ensured to all citizens. Since then, countless numbers of i 1mm1grants have made their way)\})
to America because it i is known to be a land of opportumty, freedom, and democracy, all
of which are maintained by hberty Liberty is what makes our country the role model of
- equality and opportunity for all other countries on the planet. The ideal of hberty grants
United States’ citizens the right to equality, but, in some cases, this equahty can hinder

one’s liberties, therefore making the two ideals contradictory. Liberty and equality are

\
both essential to protect our system of democracy, so what should Amencans value more

and how can these two ideals be reconciled?

The Preamble of the United States Constitution avows that the main purpose of W

the Constitution was to “secure the Blessings of Liberty” to all citizens. Statesmen even

thought that an additional section amending the original Constitution was necessary to
ensure the liberty promised to Americans. The first ten amendments to the Constltutlon

wfi?m
A
| known as the Bill of Rights, helped grant liberties including freedom of speech, freedo (}}\y |
of the press, freedom of assembly, freedom of religious worship, and the freedom to
petition the govemment Our forefathers realized the neces51ty of ensured liberty to all
American citizens and went to great lengths to guarantee that all freedoms were given to ﬁgﬂ

o

N

citizens. Without the Bill of Rights, many of the valued American llbertles would not be

present.
R

The liberties ensured to Americans i in the Bill of Rights make America the
‘successful country that it is today. Liberty is what keeps American citizens happy with

 their lives and thelr government. For example, one pohtlcal hberty entrusted to all of-age
citizens in our democracy is the right to vote on governmental i 1sues. This form of

democracy entrusted to all Americans allows cmzens to choose who represents them in Q)
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~ not want. America was a place where businessmen could flourish and impoverished

the government and helps them to pass laws that the people see as beneficial. Amencans

can even speak and print their opinions without fear of prosecutlon or dlscnmmatlon by

the government, which was a freedom that other countries had not entrusted to their
citizens until the American government was constructed. These freedoms help achieve .
the colonists’ ideal land of liberty which is why statesmen stressed the importance of
liberty in the Constitution’s Bill of Rights. The statesmen rarely discussed equahty

because they thought hberty was more essential in a budding America.

Liberty is far more protected in our nation’s government than equality. In fact, at

the Philadelphia Constltutlonal Convention in 1787, not one delegate from the 12 states
represented mentioned that “all men are created equal,” which had been stressed in the
Declaration of Independence. The statesmen believed that liberty should be ensmed toall
~ citizens before equality, because without liberty few of the American ideals, including
democracy and opportunity, could be accomplished. '

- Alexander Hamilton, a leader of the Repubhcan Party, sald however “Inequallty

w111 exist as long as liberty ex1sts It unavoidably results from that very liberty itself,” a

statement with which not a single delegate disagreed, because inequality ensures that
- We_alth, success, and other American ideals can thrive. Equality of success and

intelligence would encourage mediocrity, something that many American statesmen did

people could rise up with work and determination Equality would only hinder the
American ideal of pursuing happiness freely. Our forefathers wanted Amencans to decide
| - what they wanted to make of themselves they did not want to force views and ideals
upon them. Inequality is mev1table if the liberties ensured to Americans in so many
doeuments encourage Americans to thrive on their personal strengths, which will never
- be equal among all men and women. Therefore, without inequality, the “pursuit of

happiness” mentioned in the Declaration of Independence would be unattainable.

These two ideals of ‘lib_erty and equality are extremely hard to achieve in unison
| 382 -
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and have obviously been in conflict since the very beginning of our nation. America was

founded on the premise that “all men are created equal.” However this quotation, like

countless others made by representatlves of our nation’s government is open to \)()SJ

, 1nterpretat10n

. v
Thomas Jefferson said that the key word in the phrase was “created.” He said that

all men were equal at the moment they were created, but once life began, that equality
ended. Once men were living, they were free to take advantage of opportunities and make

decisions that helped them achieve their personal goals. These personal goals and levels

of expectation can vary from person to person, therefore creating inequality. It is always

going to be hard to have equality and liberty achieved simultaneously considering the

differing views and values in the human race.

A modern-day example of liberty straining under the pressure of equality is the )%
- controversy concerning school dress code. A school dress code is supposed to dlscourage

- class distinction due to designer clothing. However, the dress code that purportedly
promotes equality infringes on students’ liberty to wear the clothing of their choice. In

almost every case, one person’s equality hinders another’s liberty. This is when a school

system must take initiative to consider which ideal is more valued. Shall students be
snubbed by their peers because of the way they dress or should students’ right to choose k @“ \;&y

their clothing be hindered in order to ensure equality? This decision is up to each school

system, but the topic is almost always a controversial one because not every party can be ‘»Q
appeased. ‘

How nnght this conﬂlct between the two essential ideals of liberty and equahty be

reconciled? That is a question many government officials have debated for centuries.
Liberty and equality are essential to protect our system of democracy. Our government \}\‘W /D
has always struggled to attain a balance and measure the value of these two ideals. They \’;’}y

are in a constant struggle for pnonty, and in many court cases, the pnonty of one over the

other will shift depending on the subject matter. For example, in a case of a pregnant
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mother’s liberty to use drugs that may harm her unborn child, a commitment to equality \}))9’ ,

for the infant’s sake often outweighs the commitment to liberty. However, in the example

of the school dress code used earlier, liberty is often the deciding factor of action. These )9(\5‘0

two instances are a perfect example that the priorities of liberty and equality must be

measured depending on the subject at hand. Obviously, it is the government’s job to.

decide what is best for the parties or America as a whole and decide which ideal has

priority over the other.

The true reconciliation of the two conflicting ideals is the government’s and the
citizens’ ability to assess the value of the ideals in each specific case in order to attain the
most favorable outcome for the most people. Due to the fact that the two can often be

closely related yet contradictory, it is left in {he Jjudgment of the appointed officials and

those who elect them to determine the best outcome in each situation. Therefore, there is '
no concrete reconciliation that one person could offer to this conflict. The two ideals are w\ @0“)

8o essential to Americans’ everyday life that it is left at the hands of our elected officials’

best judgment.

- The ideals of liberty and equality have been conﬂfcting since the early years of our
nation’s history. Many of the great minds in our government have been unable to achieve yy . W‘j
a reasonable balance between the two, and it is sure to be a topic of gfeat discussioﬁ and \}Q/
controversy in years to come unle}ss we can reach an unlikely consensus due to the éj
American population’s plethora of values. Consequently, the people of America must try \¥
their best to assess the relative value of liberty and equality realistically in any given '

context..
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